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Manotick girl joins the
Greatest Show on Earth

Denise Smith graduate Lierdre Barnes sets her sights
on the lights of Las Vegas and Cirque de Soleil

By STErm WiLLIms

t's where the world
comes o oplay.  Slot
meachines, blackjock tubles,
anid slwrw wlle; slnre dompt
any traseler Who venneres
by | os Wepws And in o
cily where emertamment 1§
the name of the gome. no
shaw ks bigger than Cirgue
de Solei

To swar in Cirgwe de
Soleil is a dream for many
aEpiring pesformers, and it's
a dream that has come e
foor Munnbick mative Dierdm
Baimes. A pradoate of
Nemise Smitk Schoed of
Dunce, Barmes, 18, =
thnfled that she has the
opporiunity jo jon  the
wrid-famous show for o
LIS - YRR CUnErack,

“1 found out m the end of
Jumanry,” said Barnes, who
hmi been i Montreal truin-
tnig befare het inove 1o Ls
Yegas mAugust “The con-
tract 18 ome year with the
opion of renewing it for
anither vear.”

i mny be the kirgest stags
she has ever st food oo, but

performing 153t something
mew  for Bames.  She
ermolled in dence class e
age five nmd has never
lpoked bock, Humes left
Penise Smiih =i age 17,
after  prodoating  high
sehosnl,

“N'ithown them, | woakd-
n't he hese iodsy®™ wed
Barmes.

Burmes” winnding auditicy
winld he  unfamiisar o
most people - it Insted
seven andd a Wl hours acd
wis emizred oo video wath
enimen from all over the
world. "There are wo gurs
i the cast feoem lapan, one
gid feom  Ttaly,” said
Barnes. “In the mditicn
there was & ¢
combo, o hiphop sumber,
scting evercises and cumen
work — it was very iatense"”

Dames' family his been
behind her dunng her whao'e
dancing caroe pnd couldm’y
be mare pleassd o see her
reilize her dromms

They lowe §1," said
Baroes, “they koow ['we
been working For (his since
I wus five — it"s what 1"ve

awenys wanied o do”

Bames leaves for Wegas
o3 Suiurday, where she will
hve mdependently md triin
[even more ngorously ) for
sk duys'w week nongside
e cost of 13 other per-
formare. Mormally ihe sasi
nambern 50 or 60 persons,
an the perfommems wdll e
laking b more roles than
jesi dancing. A nommal day
makes hasic taining for e
Ammed Forces seem like n
day in the pan

“Trming conssis of
PMlates every day, donse
cluss, strenpth and condi-
BRRIAE 0 0 Iy, Sencies
gl cardis to keep-in-shape,
ikree hours of work on panis
of the show. Then we break
for dinner, afler which we
work with e chifcogm-
pher. 1'% all physical, ol
duy,” sasd Dames,

Cirgue de soleil will be
sean in Veges Luxcr Hael,
Familbas to €50 fans as the
“hig pyramid.” The cost wall
pot on fwo swows o night,
five days o week. Although
the glits mnd jlomoir of Sn
City mtrip cm daczle the

For the next year, starting in August, Diercre Bames will occupy the stage with 25 oiher
muti-coNural portoimers in e world famous Cirgus de Soleil

cyed of many @ perenn,  Barnes

Bames suvs the will never

forget where hime 5.
“Musoiick is where | was

om md gew w," ssid

CONGRATULATIONS FROM DENISE AND THE STAFF

“Manotick  will
dhways be home for me.”
Barnes is ook
ward 1 wisis Trom Tricwds
and fumily curing her tme

1 | ons Vispia, andd « eagerly
iwailmg  ber chance fo
ihine on the big siage

“I'm nol nervous, (st
really exeited.”



